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Extra Prayers


are Needed
Sunday Worship and Learning Schedule
Tuesday, January 5, 2024
 
9:00 am – Divine Worship Service with 
                 Holy Communion
10:30 am – Praise Worship Service 
                   with Holy Communion                       


*Most of our Worship Services are
streamed Live on Facebook
Immanuel Lutheran Church Bridgman, or are posted on our website:
www.immanuelbridgman.org 


  


























Immanuel Lutheran Ministries
9650 N. Church St., 
Bridgman, MI  49106
269-465-6031 Church Office
[bookmark: _Hlk102719249]A weekly publication of our announcements from our church leadership, staff and Early Childhood Development Center of Bridgman

AS WE GATHER

Did you already forget Christmas? The department stores have begun selling the leftovers for a discount because “Christmas is over.” For the same reason, formerly decorated Christmas trees already line the streets as refuse for disposal. Even though Christmas songs speak joyously of “the twelve days of Christmas,” many, if not most, people seem to think of them as a countdown rather than an extended celebration. Remember? Today, December 29, is but the fifth day of the twelve! We are not done yet. Or did you forget? To “forget” is the opposite of the biblical word we hear today: “remember.” But in Scripture, to remember means much more than merely recalling a past event as something that has no real, lasting effect on today; rather, the opposite is true. For instance, God remembers His promises by acting to fulfill them in each believer. For us, to remember means to bring a past promise or act to take effect in the present. Today we hear how the newborn Jesus, as the firstborn of Mary, was presented in the temple according to God’s law, a command to remember the Lord’s deliverance of His people from slavery in Egypt. Every firstborn was to be a reminder that the Lord still delivers His people from the slavery of sin and death. So to remember that it is still Christmas is to believe that the Christ Child who came to free us comes now to each believer. Remember, that is, believe that Christ was born for you to save you. Remember, that is, believe that the forgiveness He won for us on the cross is actually given to us in the Sacrament of the Altar when, as He commanded, we do in remembrance of Him                               
CHURCH NEWS

Thank you to Larry Kanous, Diane Kanous and Paul Jaeger for putting together the wax candles sets for our candlelight worship services on Christmas Eve. We are so grateful for the time that you have shared for this lovely part of the Christmas Eve worship service. The candles glowing while singing “Silent Night” was heart warming and inspirational. It symbolizes that Jesus is the One True Light, our hope for everlasting life. We are also very grateful for joining us in worship on Christmas Eve, to celebrate God’s ultimate gift; the birth of Jesus, the Christ child. We are so very grateful for the many people who gave of their time and talents to help make these worship services so very special. Thank you to Pastor Tom Fischer for the gathering of those wonderful musicians; a special thank you to Susan Foster for her piano solo, Brianna Schmitz for her flute accompaniment with Pastor Fischer on the piano, Jeannine Marks, for her beautiful solo, Cyndi Pedde for her solo at the Praise Worship (5pm), Claire Berghaus for her accompaniment on the trumpet with Pastor Fischer on the organ, the Ensemble voices from Cheryl Fischer, Chris Hampton, Ilene Nemitz, Sara Oldenburg, Karen Pedde and Judy Roush and our own awesome Handbell Choir and director Laurie Ulmer. Thank you all for sharing  your time and talents with us this Advent season.




Extra prayers are needed for the family and friends of Herb Totzke; who passed away on Friday, December 20th. We are praying for his family and pray that God will walk with them in the days ahead as they face the difficult days ahead. Services are being planned for after the New Year.
    “Picnic”
      Lunh
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Description automatically generated][image: ]                                              Thank you, Lord, for the gift of Pastors to lead us in worship. Pastor Tom Fischer and Pastor Carl Bassett lead us in worship last Sunday!  Pastor Tom did double duty by playing our organ and preaching the sermon, we are very blessed by his versatility!  Pastor Carl was our liturgist, he read the scriptures giving our lay readers a break.  We thank them for sharing their time and talents with the congregation. We welcome Pastor and Amy back from their time with their family. 

Thank you to Susan Foster for the preservice music that was offered last Sunday at the 9:00 am worship service.  A very appropriate song for the New Year, “Let There Be Peace on Earth”. Thank you to everyone for being respectful of the talent that is offered to us at our church, you have kept your talking in the sanctuary to a minimum so individuals can pray and prepare themselves for worship. Not to mention respecting the musicians. Thank you, you are an outstanding, wonderful church family and we are indeed very blessed.

Prayers are needed for the family and friends of Herb Totzke; who passed away on Friday, December 20th. We are praying for his family and pray that God will walk with them in the days ahead and grant them His grace and consolation. Services are being planned for after the New Year.

Thank you to all who purchased Poinsettias for Christmas.  We love to see our church decorated by these beautiful flowers and appreciate all the dedications to loved ones.. Don’t forget to take your beautiful flowers home to enjoy!
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G. L. Wasko & Sons is a 
family
-
owned 
transportation and warehousing 
company that now includes the third 
generation of the Wasko family. We 
think of ourselves as “your dedicated 
carrier” because we are dedicated to 
treating our customers like we treat 
each other, with respect.
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Let Us Make Your Car Run Like New!
269-588-5102
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G. L. Wasko & Sons is a family-owned transportation and warehousing company that now includes the third generation of the Wasko family. We think of ourselves as “your dedicated carrier” because we are dedicated to treating our customers like we treat each other, with respect.
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Please Get to Know

Our loving caring Angela Patton! Angie is our lead teacher in our Early Learners’ classroom. Angie has blessed our school with her talents and skills for over 27 years. Angie was born in Michigan City Indiana and grew up on a farm in New Buffalo Township. Her Mom and Dad live in Galien currently and she is the oldest of four children, two brothers and one sister who also live in around Galien. Angie earned her degree in Early Childhood Development at LMC first and then KVCC and she has used her knowledge to help her students learn as much as possible. She came to Immanuel when a friend of hers mentioned that Immanuel was looking for help in their school and we are so grateful to God for Him leading her to Immanuel. Angie lives in Wakarusa, Indiana with her partner, Matt Herdinger, who works as a diesel mechanic. Angie must love her job, she drives so far every day to teach her students. Angie loves her job because she loves to watch the children grow in their faith and skills, as well as watching their physical development. Besides her full-time job, Angie farms around sixty rabbits, she enjoys going to Rabbit Shows and earning awards for her expertise in raising unusual rabbits including large breeds like the Flemish Giant (can weigh up to 15 pounds). Angie has inspired many of her co-workers and friends who raise rabbits as well, like Sara Luther’s son Lane who goes with Angie to rabbit shows. Angie does sell her rabbits for fur and food. What a great hobby and so helpful for the growth of teenagers!  Thank you, Angie!  Angie has other responsibilities at home, she has a Cockapoo named Diesel, a Siamese cat named Kimber, three Nubian goats named, Brownie, Bella and Lou. Angie’s pets and animals keep her very busy, but she does like to travel with Matt to NASCAR races mostly in Indiana and Michigan, she loves to read all types of books especially ones that catch her attention.  Angie likes to go the movies that are running currently, craft wreaths and sew, especially quilting.  This is one busy lady! Angie recently suffered with heart issues, having a heart attack caused her to reexamine her lifestyle and make some really drastic changes, she stopped smoking, eating in a healthier manner and consistently exercises. WELL DONE ANGIE!

Angie’s very skilled assistant teacher in the Early Learner classroom is Racheal Harrison. Racheal is a member of Immanuel and has worked at our ECDC for 24 years. She Immanuel’s school while she was looking for a job. Racheal was born in Stevensville with the help of midwife, her mother wanted to experience an at-home birth. Racheal spent a lot of time on weekends and holidays in her 96-year-old grandmother’s home in St. Joseph, where her grandmother enjoyed helping children by foster parenting them and running a daycare in her home. Racheal’s love of caring and teaching children came from learning her skills from her grandmother. Racheal would often help her grandmother with the children and learned her awesome skills from those experiences. Racheal earned her Child Development Associate through KVCC and uses her skills in a very inspirational way in the  Early Learners Classroom. What a wonderful way to serve the Lord! Racheal’s mother lives nearby in Niles and her father lives in Three Oaks. Racheal lives in Berrien Springs, with her partner, Frank, who works for Michiana Recycling, Racheal has four beautiful daughters and one “step”daughter. Her daughters; Ella, Hayley, and Hannah, who are out of the house and on their own and one daughter still living with her, that is Alexa. Frank has a beautiful daughter as well, that is Anna. Along with her very busy work schedule, Racheal enjoys some little responsibilities at home.  Racheal and Frank are raising three cats; Shadow, Shay and Peanut and one older puppy, Skylar (who has become a little grumpy around the kitties lately). Racheal raises five ducks, two geese, one rooster and many hens including five guinea hens. Racheal sells her duck and chicken eggs (if you need any eggs, let her know!) and also farms some rabbits. No surprise, Angie has inspired another person to enjoy Rabbit farming! Racheal enjoys about fifteen rabbits currently, which gives Racheal plenty to do when she is not at work! Racheal does manage to find some time for some hobbies at her favorite relaxing spot and that is the beach, her favorite beach is Weko Beach! Racheal enjoys her time in the sun, by walking in the sand, reading books (romance, psychological thrillers and true fiction) and especially collecting rocks and beach glass to create some very special and lovely craft projects. Racheal has brought her collections to the classroom to help the students create some beautiful painted rocks. Racheal also likes to go to the movies, psychological thrillers and romcoms are the flicks she likes to see. We have been very blessed to hear Racheal’s gift of song and the students in the classroom are blessed by that as well! Racheal recently has learned to crochet and just in time, Racheal is going to be a grandmother for the first time,her daughter Hayley is pregnant and due in June. Racheal will get to enjoy a little grandson, it sounds like Racheal is very excited because she always wanted a boy. God is so good! Racheal is also “collecting” plants (her words). She loves the beautiful green it gives to her décor and also improves the air in her home. Thank you Racheal and Angie for all that you give and do for our ECDC!
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and it’s ministry!
Have a Happy and Safe New Year!
Homebound and Continuing Care Facilities

Homebound:  Dollie Schmaltz, Edith Weed, Edna Holt, Irwin and Margaret Poschke, Terry Graves, Kay Cornwell, Joanne Argue, Ray Michener, Harry Rock, and Elizabeth Rock 

Continuing Care Facilities:  Pat Ott, Bev Gast, Geraldine Wooley, Don Metzger, Skip & Norma Linn, Barry Vance (out of state), Marylou Svorec (out of state), Rose Briggs, Betty Dehring, Dorothea Crocker, Bill Gast, Duane Vigansky, and Harriet Fester

For information on how to connect with our church family please call the church office at 269-465-6031

Prayers of the Church for Today

Marion Winter (complications from a leg cyst)
John Stine (undergoing radiation treatment for brain cancer)
Family and Friends of Herb Totzke

Healing Needs for the Month

Andy Green, Karen Oldenburg, Annette Ott, Betty Korcek; John “Mac” McElligott, August Zilke (Tiffany Rydwelski’s Father) Pastor Carl Bassett, Leon Schmaltz, Darrell Gast, Marion Winter, Jared Simpson, Merry Sneed, Terry Combs, Dorothy Ott, Georgia Hildebrandt, Karl Kaeding, Rick Russell, Mike Dick, Mike Stine, Denny Lawrenz, Tim Smith, Derek Davis, Connie Randall, James Petty Sr., Scott Mulvihill, Char Schram, John Stine, Natalya Gaidukevich, Jeffrey Nemitz, Sarah Hogue, Ray Michener, Tiffany Prosser, Michael Dick, Harriet Fester, Ted Joachim, Tara Deam,, Kathy Burkett, Ray Krieger, Jane Tym, Gavin Hanson, Sara Buist, Harvey Burnett, Charles Boreland, Dave Kramer, Marilyn Gelesko, Beth Vigansky Ciuzio, Tom Ulmer, Brenda Cangelosi,  Ralph Palmer (Nancy Gast’s Son), Laura Laube, Roger Mojsiejenko, Jeff Delvaux, Terry Graves, Irwin & Margaret Poschke, Dick Gorske, Taylor Joachim

Serving in the Military

Isaac Maze (Army) SFC Casey LeFever,
MAJ Kenneth Stice, Nathan Anderson, MM1 Timothy Ott,
Jacob Lomoro, SGT Devin Hays, Tom Shepard, Dan Woodruff,
SPC David Helfman, Arthur Gatchel, Ryan Skibbe, 
MAJ Joe Chappel, FN Sebastian Kirk MMN3

Thank you to the members of Immanuel who continue to give their offerings when absent on Sundays
Finance News

December 22, 2024 offerings and donations:   
Offering Envelopes $17,245.00 Year to date: $403,007.00
Roof fund challenge $9,750.00

In Your
Prayers
Please Keep
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Description automatically generated]March for Life is only three weeks away!  We hope you put this great inspirational event on your calendar and plan to attend!  Join us on Saturday, January 25, 2025, for this event when we show our community our support for the unborn. We will enjoy an inspirational time of sharing in the sanctuary and then proceed to walk to the flagpole in Bridgman with signs and banners proclaiming our love of life, all lives. We will walk back to the church to enjoy some delicious homemade soup and chill!  Please plan on being a part of the March for Life!

We are collecting funds for our roof.  The Parking Lot Resurface Fund and the HVAC Fund are taking a back seat while we collect funds for our roof repair. The old portion of the school and Life Center roof are in need of repair and resurfacing or possibly replacement.  We have had several more leaks appear every year and it has taken a priority place on our maintenance list. These on going issues are maintenance for our large facility and we appreciate everyone who gives so generously to our maintenance. 

GOD IS GOOD!  We are so very grateful for all of the generous donations that were given in these last weeks for the Donation Challenge that was issued by one of our congregation members!  Through your generosity we have met the $20,000 challenge and the matching funds will be coming soon to add to our growing totals. In addition, another anonymous member has donated an additional $20,000 to our roof fund, which makes us truly grateful and humble by the outpouring of donations to repair our roof. We are still trying to get additional bids for the roof replacement/repair, but we feel that from the bids we have received we may need $200,000 to replace the roof.  We are off to a great start, however, please refer to the poster in the narthex for how much further we have to go before we have the needed funds. We are so grateful and feel that God is INDEED with us!
Well done Immanuel!


The Angel Tree “Angels”, Thank you to all of the “Angels” who took the time to shop, wrap and deliver the gift, whether to the church or to the person represented by the angel you chose.  A special Thank you goes out to the Smith Family who donated their time to make sure that each Angel received a gift and that it was delivered! Another great opportunity to share the love of Christ with our community! “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
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Birthdays: Brian Blanchette (12-29), Hazel West (12-29), Alexandra Schaeffer (12-30), Darrell Gast (12-30), Kailey Yack (12-30), Lea Melvan (12-30), Faith Zordell (12-31), Gianna DeKoster (1-01), Bill Linn (1-02), Elliott Hanke (1-02), Haylee Kanous (1-02), Larry Dow (1-02), Robin Heimbuch (1-03)

Anniversary: Derrick & Suze Miller (12-29) 17 Years

This Week at Immanuel

Today. Jan. 5th – Divine Worship with Holy Communion - 9 am
                             Praise Worship with Holy Communion – 
                              10:30am
                             “The Rock” Sunday School                                                          
Mon. Jan. 6th – Bible Class led by Gerry Vigansky – 10:00 am
                          Bridge Club – 12:30 pm
                          Handbell Choir – 6:00 p,
                          Administration Board Meeting – 7:00 pm
                          AA Meeting – 7:00 pm
Wed. Jan. 8th – Bible Class Café led by Elsie Hanke – 10:00 am  
                          Elder’s Meeting – 6:30 pm
                          Choir Practice – 7:00 pm
Thurs. Jan. 2nd – Breakfast with Jesus at Rochefort’s – 8:00 am
                             Praise Worship Practice – 7:00 pm
Sun. Jan. 11th – Divine Worship Service - 9:00 am
                            Praise Worship Service - 10:30 am
                          “The Rock” Sunday School – 10:45 am
                              
Noteworthy Dates in the Next Few Weeks.

· Outreach Committee Meeting – Saturday, Jan. 4th – 9:15am
· March for Life – Saturday, January 25, 2025
· Ash Wednesday – March 5, 2025

Everyone Needs Prayer!  We still in need for people to sign up to be Prayer Partners with our teachers in the ECDC. Recently we have hired new teachers and we need some prayer partners for them. Those very dedicated women work very hard to teach our littlest members of our community to know and love God. We are asking the Prayer Partners to drop a note to their partner, share small gifts like a small treat, Bible verse, or a quick text to know they are being thought of. Each Prayer Partner will receive a “Favorites” list to help them get to know their partner better. Please sign up today!

Your Last Opportunity to give your donation for the year 2024 is today, Sunday, December 29th. We are so very blessed with your generosity, especially when things are little more expensive than last year. You are a very loving and giving church family and we are very blessed!

Goodlife Choir just completed their Christmas Season for 2024.  That means we will start looking towards the Easter Season.  Looking ahead to 2026 the next practice will be tentatively scheduled for Saturday, February 22, 2026 and Saturday March 1, 2026.  Practices will be held at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Bridgman from 10:00 – 11:15 am.  The theme for this year’s program is “He is Risen.”  Watch the bulletin for further details. 


[image: A colorful music notes and text

Description automatically generated][image: A cartoon of a person holding musical bells

Description automatically generated][image: A group of people singing

Description automatically generated][image: A baby with blue eyes and white text

Description automatically generated][image: Hands shaking hands with text overlay

Description automatically generated][image: A sticker of a heart and text

Description automatically generated][image: Colorful hands up in the air

Description automatically generated]    [image: ]Those Serving in Church This Week

Greeters:  (9 am); Immanuel’s Praise Team (10:30 am)
Ushers: Don Burch, Brad Hildebrandt, Dave Neal, Paul Jaeger, Joe Rydwelski, Larry Smith, Bill Gast and Ken Dickinson
Praise Team: Team Leader, Deb Jaeger; Rich Kubsch, Mark Heyn, Karen Kerlikowske, Lori Sukupchak, Sharon Stine, Melissa Barker, Pattie Neal, Amy Krengel and Shannah Smith
Guitarists: John “Mac” McElligott, Kurt Hanke 
Vocal Soloist: Ilene Nemitz (9:00 am)
Keyboardist: Constantine
Pianist: Pastor Tom Fischer
Immanuel Choir: Directed by Sara Oldenburg. Elsie Hanke, Kurt Hanke, Rich McClintock, Mark Heyn, Chris Hampton, Nancy Kirk, Kathy Hanke, Judy Roush, Jeannie Dehring, Karen Pedde, Ilene Nemitz, Cheryl Fischer and Kim Schmitz
Altar Guild: Kathy Hanke, Diane Kanous, Judy Roush
A/V Techs:  Chad Hettig, Lucas Oldenburg, Cyndi Pedde, Pattie Neal, Steve Schmitz, Karl Hanke and Eric Kubsch 
Counters:  Karen Pedde, Craig Klein, Karen Oldenburg, Carol Berndt and Cheryl Music
Office Assistants: Lorraine Jasper, Melissa Barker, Suellen Klein, Cheryl Fischer 
Trustees: Brad Hildebrandt, Paul Jaeger, Joe Rydwelski, Art Brunke
Elders: Larry Kanous, Paul Jaeger, Allan Barker, Mark Heyn, Eric Ott, Steve Schmitz
Organist: Pastor Thomas Fischer
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Douglas Krengel.

We Always Need Greeters! You are such an integral part of our church family, your smiling faces greet people and give them a taste of the welcoming family we have here at Immanuel!  Please consider sharing your smile on Sunday mornings. Please contact Sherry Vonk on her cell phone: 269-208-4323 (text or call) and email is glwasko@aol.com.  if you would like to help with this ministry. 

We can always use member’s who wish to share their musical talents.  Maybe one of your New Year’s resolutions could be to join one of our Choirs or our Praise Team.  Everyone is welcome to join, we enjoy fellowship and fun while using our unique talents to add beauty to worship.  If you have a voice you can sing, if you can count you can play bells, if you play an instrument we can use you too. Our Handbell Choir practices on Monday at 6:00 pm.  Our Choir practices on Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  Our Praise Team practices on Thursday at 7:00 pm.  There is also the Beyond the Walls Choir which is seasonal.  If you play an instrument, (any instrument!) we would like to invite you to join us also.  Let’s use our many talents to praise our Lord and Savior.  If you have any questions you can contact Pastor Fischer or the Church office. 



~Volunteers~
Serving God with Gladness!
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No “The Rock” Sunday School today! Over the next few weeks at The Rock, we will learn and work towards something extraordinary. We have busy hands and full hearts! We will be preparing our hearts during Advent for the birth of Jesus. We will make advent countdown calendars to help us count the days until Christmas and a gift for our families. Each year, The Rock kids enthusiastically enjoy creating Christmas crafts and learning about the Christmas story. This year, we will also be making a wonderful gift for all of the Shut-ins for Christmas on the Angel Tree.

The Share Closet is open.  Did you know, we are so blessed to have this ministry?  Last year, Harbor Country Missions put a call out for warm clothing to give to the people in need in Bridgman.  We were able to answer that call with 8 large bags of warm clothing and 5 boxes. We have had several more people coming in to look through our closet this year.  If you look in the Share Closet, it is filled with plenty of items!  That’s just one story of many that shows how much this ministry is needed!  If you have some time to spare, come and look at the closet and see the great ministry that is going on!  Thank you for all your donations for this great Outreach!


Operation Christmas Child 2025: This past year Immanuel Lutheran Church was able to send over 70 filled boxes to children who might not receive a gift or hear about Jesus’ birthday! Thank you to all who contributed throughout the year. We want to continue supporting this wonderful ministry so in January we will be collecting socks and toothbrushes. From top to bottom – we want to show Jesus’ love! Take advantage of all of the after Christmas sales!

Pastor Krengel’s Sermon Notes are available on the table in the narthex for your information as a supplement to his sermon for each Sunday.  Please take this opportunity to take a closer look at the sermons.

Rev. Dr. Douglas A. Krengel, Sole Pastor

Please call the church office for any Pastoral needs.
Church Office 269-465-6031  

Sunday, January 5, 2024  Scriptures: 1 Kings 3:4–15;
 Ephesians 1:3–14; Luke 2:40–52 

Sunday Attendance: December 22, 2024
9:00 am – 77; 10:30 am – 62
Christmas Eve – 168 – 2pm & 5pm - 79 


DID YOU KNOW?  There is an easy way to give your offering!  You can go to www.immanuelbridgman.org and give your offering via our electronic giving.  Check it out today!
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